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5th Annual Seattle International Dance Festival 
Beyond the Threshold; June 4 – 13, 2010 

Contemporary Dance Animates South Lake Union & Seattle Streetcar for 10 Days 
Art on the Fly: 
June 5, 12-6 pm; various outdoor sites near 2200 Westlake Plaza
Art on the Fly Press Preview: 
June 4, 11:30 – 1:00pm; 2200 Westlake Plaza (outdoors rain or shine)
International Artists Series:
June 4-6 & June 11-13; Raisbeck Hall, 2015 Boren Ave.

Fri-Sat 8pm; Sun 7pm
Spotlight on Seattle:
June 8-10; Raisbeck Hall, 2015 Boren Ave.


Tue-Thur 7:30 pm 

SEATTLE   May 6, 2010 – The 5th Annual Seattle International Dance Festival, Beyond the Threshold runs June 4-13, 2010 and for this milestone year festival organizer/sponsor, Cyrus Khambatta and his Khambatta Dance Company (formerly The Phffft! Dance Theatre Company), announces a momentous partnership with Cornish College of the Arts and innovative collaborative partnerships with South Lake Union Chamber of Commerce (SLU), Vulcan, Inc. and the Seattle Department of Neighborhoods. This festival promises to pepper the South Lake Union neighborhood and the Seattle Streetcar with more than just “a pinch” of international, national and local dance flavor. For 10 days dancers from around the globe will take over the streets and Cornish College’s Raisbeck Performance Hall with performances, site-specific works, installations and workshops highlighting contemporary artists from Japan, Switzerland, Spain and Hawaii. In addition to the featured International Artist Series, this year’s festival introduces a new indoor performance series and outdoor Art on the Fly dance events. The performance series Spotlight on Seattle asks three revered hometown choreographers Donald Byrd, Eva Stone and Pat Graney to self reflect and curate performances that encapsulate their personal vision of Seattle Dance. 
The Seattle International Dance Festival has grown enormously. In just over four years it has presented over 175 local, national and international artists from 15 countries. The new Cornish College of the Arts partnership allows the festival to consolidate all its activities to the South Lake Union neighborhood and occupy one location, Raisbeck Hall, for all indoor festival performances. This year’s unprecedented collaboration with SLU and the $17,000 award by the Seattle Department of Neighborhoods also allows the festival to launch the innovative Art on the Fly outdoor dance festival events. Dancers will transform the Seattle Streetcar into an art ride through SLU and Art on the Fly will be like nothing Seattlites have seen before! Outdoor activities include 14-foot puppets, a slo-mo parade of Butoh Geishas, an interactive game of Twister that kids will adore, and a dream-like dance with water and helium-filled balloons. The first 100 participants at 12 noon on June 5th ride the streetcar for FREE! All Art on the Fly events take place over three block radius and all tickets are free.  Just show up at the specified time and location. Tickets to all other indoor events are $17 in advance, $20 at the door (Students/Seniors are $14 in advance, $16 at the door). All details, including performance times, locations and ticketing information are available at www.thresholdfestival.org.
FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS (complete schedule at www.thresholdfestival.org)
ART ON THE FLY - June 5th 12 noon-6pm
The festival kick-off event, turns the Seattle Streetcar into an art ride where passengers can see works created in the time it takes to whiz past on the train or prowl around and get caught up in the art-making. The first 100 passengers ride the streetcar for FREE. Dancers animate 3 blocks of sidewalk along the Seattle streetcar from the stairs and landings of South Lake Union’s 2200 Westlake Plaza (next to Whole Foods) north along Westlake Avenue to Thomas Street. South Lake Union becomes a miniature art town, a flashpoint of dance happenings from the languorous to the fleeting.  An expanded schedule is available at www.thresholdfestival.org highlights include:

2200 (Westlake) Plaza:

Noon-12:20: Karin Stevens Dance

1:30-2:00: Asterisk Project

3:45-4:15: Rainbow Dance Theater – upper plaza

3:45-4:15 Team Twister – lower plaza (KIDS EVENT)
5:00-6:00: Rainbow Dance Theater (Hawaii/OR)

2200 (Westlake) Plaza- Stairs/Escalators:

1:00-1:10: Christin Lusk

4:15-5:00: Sapience Dance Collective

Westlake Sidewalk East

Noon-2:00: Kogut Butoh/Joan Laage

2:30-3:45: Stimulate Dance

4:15-6:00: Team Twister (KIDS EVENT)
Westlake Sidewalk West

Noon-1:00: Khambatta Dance Company

1:20-2:20: Kogut Butoh/Joan Laage

3:00-3:20: BQdanza (Ecuador/Tacoma)

3:45-5:30: Stimulate Dance

Kenny Triangle:

Noon–1:30: Jenna Bean Veatch

1:30-2:10: Compagnie Prototype Status (Switz/Italy)

2:20-2:40: BQdanza (Ecuador/Tacoma)

2:40-3:00: Culpability Dance

3:00-3:20: Pilar Villanueva/Lan 1 (Spain)

5:45-6:00: Stone Dance Collective

INTERNATIONAL ARTIST SERIES - June 4-6 & 11-13

Presented in partnership with Cornish College of the Arts the festival will host dance companies from the international and national dance scene including:
WEEK 1: 
· Compagnie Prototype Status (Switzerland/Italy) - performing Marvin ‘a biomechanical birth of an android’ - with its fantasy mechanical world with a shimmering landscape of carefully raked sand, modern light sculptures of transparent plastic and soft stone - a robot, plugged into tubes becomes human.

· Selfick Sg-Simancus (Venezuela/WA) performs Study for Casio which premiered in Kyoto, Japan in 2009. This is a study of pure, crisp movement using a Casio MT-100 as the sole inspirational source.

· Khambatta Dance Company. (formerly Phffft! Dance Company of Seattle WA) performs La Fin - debarking on a farcical character-laden, theatrical traipse connecting the death of flies to the "big rip," a scientific term predicting that the universe will one day just rip in half.

WEEK 2: 

· Rainbow Dance Theatre with choregraphers Darryl Thomas (ex-Pilobolus dancer) and Valerie Bergman (Hawaii/Oregon) bring their 12-member group to perform Street Suite. They’ll blend African-American Hip-Hop with Pilobolus-style dance and examine the urban camouflage required of the inner city life. Big Bang, delves the audience into an underworld of sea creatures both known and unknown. 

· maika misumi mt3 (Japan)performs Ditof, the artist explains "We build each new layer of our history upon a multitude of others. That which we appear to have destroyed does not disappear, but becomes another layer of the ground on which we stand,"

SPOTLIGHT ON SEATTLE - June 8-10

This new program brings together three established Seattle choreographers, Donald Byrd, Eva Stone and Pat Graney to curate a different evening of up-and-coming work by Seattle-based artists. Like a chef preparing a meal, the curators will give audiences their “flavor” of the Seattle dance scene. 
June 8
· curated by Eva Stone – featuring Coriolis Dance Collective, Mark Haim, Lizzy Melton, Michael Rioux, Stone Dance Collective and Khambatta Dance Company.

June  9
· curated by Pat Graney featuring Degenerate Art Ensemble/Haruko Nishimura, Stimulate Dance, Kogut Butoh (Joan Laage), Magpai Production Group (Dayton Alleman/Trinidad Martinez), PV/LAN1 (Pilar Villanueva). Skoveworks/Annie Hewlett and Khambatta Dance Company.

June 10
· curated by Donald Byrd featuring Donald Byrd & Spectrum Dance Theater, Ezra Dickinson, Quark Dance, Zoe|Juniper (Zoe Scofield) and Khambatta Dance Company.
About Khambatta Dance Company:  Khambatta Dance Company (formerly The Phffft! Dance Theater Company) is embracing the Indian/biracial origins of its Artistic Director, Cyrus Khambatta and international influences on his work. As the founder of Beyond the Thresholold Festival, Mr. Khambatta and his company perform original works informed by his extensive artistic formation abroad, keeping a finger on the international artistic pulse and maintaining relationships with counterparts abroad, bringing the creative spoils of this international mindset to local audiences. Mr. Khambatta’s work fuses complex athletic partnering and split-second timing with theatrical nuance.
# # # # 
